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December 3, 2014 
 
The Honorable Representative Harold Naughton 
 
As you know Governor Patrick is addressing a significant revenue shortage and he is doing his 
best to bring the budget back into balance.  Understandably, as a school district we want to do 
whatever we can to be a responsible citizen and share in the pain that these cuts will be.  
Unfortunately, as a regional school district, I believe the cuts that are being proposed to 
regional transportation go beyond what is reasonable or fair.  His proposal wipes out the 
entire increase for FY 15 (18,000,000).  It brings the line down to a funding level below FY 07.  
It took the state six years to come closest to its legal funding obligation of 100% by statute in 
FY 15.  This cut, along with the fact that Governor Patrick previously cut Regional 
Transportation three times, is sending the wrong message about the Governor’s priority of 
encouraging regionalization and collaboration. 
 
In 2010, the Massachusetts Superintendents’ Association was successful in lobbying for the 
following law: 

Section 15 of Chapter 15 of the acts of 2010 states: 

Notwithstanding any general or special law to the contrary, regional school transportation 
payments made by the state in any fiscal year through the general appropriations act shall not 
be lowered by a greater percentage than any reduction made to state chapter 70 payments in 
that fiscal year. 

It is important the Governor restore these funds, or some portion of these funds, to honor the 
law and honor his word that he believes regionalization is important.   

We want to help, but regional school districts should not shoulder a larger piece of the 
burden. 

 
Sincerely, 

 
Michael L. Wood 
Superintendent of Schools 
 
 
 


